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April 6, 2021 
 
 
Senate Committee on Elections and   SB 663 Elections: Recall Petitions 
 Constitutional Amendments 
State Capitol, Room 2203       
Sacramento, CA  95814     OPPOSE 

  
 
 
Esteemed Committee Members, 
 
Election Integrity Project®California, Inc. (EIPCa) OPPOSES SB 663, Elections: Recall 
Petitions, as written and amended as of April 6, 2021. As a nonpartisan organization EIPCa 
takes no position on whether any particular public official should be subject to a recall 
election or what the outcome of that election should be. However, EIPCa emphatically 
supports the prerogative of citizens to pursue the right of recall. 
 
Under current California law [Elections Code Section 103 (2)], individuals who have signed a 
recall petition have the right to have their signature withdrawn by written request. 
 
SB 663 seeks to jeopardize the citizens’ right of privacy by disclosing their name, address and 
contact information to the target of a recall petition they have signed, to the representatives of 
the target, and to any “entity with whom the target or the target’s designated representatives 
have contracted to provide mass mailing or telephone or electronic media communications 
using mass distribution technology.” 
 
This constitutes an egregious breach of voter privacy, and exposes the voters to the potential 
of a barrage of phone calls, snail mail and possibly even personal visits in an attempt to 
convince them to withdraw their signature. Not only is this demeaning and insulting to voters’ 
intelligence, it is likely to produce understandable reluctance for them to sign any petition in 
the future. SB 663 will suppress the people’s desire to participate in self-governance by 
making them choose between exercising their constitutional rights and avoiding invasion of 
privacy and uncomfortable pressure to withdraw the lawful expression of their political beliefs. 
 
SB 663 boldly states, “The Legislature further finds and declares that signature gatherers 
frequently communicate inaccurate information to voters in order to obtain their signatures on 
petitions...” The author of this bill offers absolutely no evidence this allegation. That in itself 
is offensive in the extreme to citizens taking advantage of their constitutional right to hold 
elected officials accountable to their oath of office, whether as petition circulators or signers. 
 
While clearly assuming that ordinary citizens are either deceivers or naïve sheep easily 
defrauded of their signatures, SB 663 gives no consideration to the probability that the target 
of a recall and that target’s representatives would have even greater motivation to attempt to 
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deceive, or even use more underhanded methods to save their own political career. SB 663 
offers no protection for voters in such a likely and predictable circumstance. 
 
SB 663 seeks to “provide a mechanism for the target of a recall petition to communicate with 
constituents who may have signed that petition.” Recall targets already have several such 
mechanisms: they hold office with its subsequent megaphone and unrestricted access to the 
press, their actions are in full view, and they have multiple opportunities to communicate with 
the public and spin situations any way they choose, either themselves or through their 
spokespersons. They should never be entitled to private information of specific constituents 
who seek to register their disappointment and disapproval by seeking to recall them. 
 
The person receiving the petitioners’ confidential information would not even have to provide a 
California driver license or identification card. SB 663 would amend Elections Code 11048 to 
allow unspecified alternative identification without a photo. So an unidentified operative could 
obtain the petitioners’ private data and disseminate it to other operatives and activists, who 
could intimidate the petitioners. 
 
In reality, SB 663 does not so much seek to “combat the deception of voters by signature gath-
erers in order to obtain their signatures” but to make self-governance more uncomfortable and 
difficult. It is government over-reach in the extreme, and should be categorically rejected. 
 
EIPCa urges a NO vote on SB 663. 
 
Thank you. Should further information be required, I may be contacted at 619-820-5175. 
 
 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
ELECTION INTEGRITY PROJECT CALIFORNIA, INC 
 
 
 
Ruth Weiss, Director of Legislative Oversight 

Election Integrity Project California 
ruthweiss@eip-ca.com  
 
 


